
 

 

 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

High School Auditorium and Via Zoom 

November 11, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

 

South Plainfield Board of Education 

 
 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We 

are resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Seesselberg, 

Mrs. Wolak, Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

Also Present: Dr. Noreen Tansey Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business Administrator/Board Secretary; Mr. 

Marc Zitomer, Legal Counsel 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and Tapinto on January 9, 2020. 

 

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited 

to three minutes’ duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same 

topic. 

 

V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

   

 Good News and Progress in Our Schools 

 

Dr. Tansey Lishak reminded the public about the upcoming parent conferences; encouraged 
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students to take advantage of the extra help that is offered; discussed programs offered by the 

Guidance Department; congratulated seniors, Lee Maina and Nihal Abdul Muneer, on their 

perfect scores on the math portion of their SATs; provided updates on the P.E.A.C.E. Committee; 

discussed the Middle School Day of Dialogue; provided updates on Community Connection; 

announced that there will be a virtual visit through the South Plainfield Greenhouse at next 

week’s board meeting; reminded everyone of the breakfast and lunch program offerings; 

discussed the aftercare interest survey; talked about how the district is looking to continue all of 

the great activities that were done in the Spring and asked for anyone with ideas to contact her; 

and she provided update on the School Resource Officers, shared a story of kindness about 

Officer Louise and thanked him for his dedication to the school district as well as personal 

dedication beyond his job.   

 

Mrs. Boyle asked if the parent conference will be held via Zoom and Dr. Tansey Lishak 

confirmed that they will be. 

 

Mr. Chapman thanked Dr. Tansey Lishak and Officer Louise. 

 

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items Only 
 

VII. Resolution on Public Comments During Virtual Public Meetings 

 

WHEREAS, the Division of Local Government Services promulgated regulations for remote 

public meetings during Government-declared emergencies such as the pandemic; and 

 

WHEREAS, the regulations require public bodies to adopt by resolution standard procedures and 

requirements for public comments made both during the meeting and for comments submitted in 

writing ahead of the meeting; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board hereby adopts this resolution to comply with this mandate; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hereby establishes the following 

procedures for public participation during remote meetings: 

 

1. Members of the public may email the Board Secretary/Business Administrator with any 

comments/questions they wish to be read during the public participation section of the Board 

Meeting.  Those comments must be submitted by no later than 5 p.m. on the day of the 

meeting. 

2. Along with a link to the virtual Board meeting, the Board will also post on its website a 

telephone number to allow members of the public to dial into the meeting by telephone to 

listen and provide public comment.  Appropriate muting technology will be employed so that 

the participant will only be permitted to speak during public participation. 

3. All rules of decorum must be followed by members of the public.  If a member of the public 

fails to follow such rules of decorum and becomes disruptive the speaker will be warned that 

continued disruption may result in the person being prevented from speaking during the 

meeting or removed from the meeting. 

4. Board Policy 0167 regarding public participation in meetings shall remain in effect except for 

those provisions which solely relate to in-person meetings. 
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be posted on the District’s 

website where the Board’s meeting agendas are posted.   

  

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi VOTE:  9-0 

VIII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

IX. PERSONNEL  

  
Motion by Member Mrs. Miller, seconded by Member Mr. Pennisi, to accept the recommendation 

of the superintendent and adopt the following:  
  
RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following:  
(NOTE: Approval of this resolution authorizes the superintendent to submit to the county 

superintendent applications for emergent hiring and the applicant’s attestation and proof that 

he/she has not been convicted of any disqualifying crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

18A:6-7.1 et. seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 et. seq., or N.J.S.A. 18A:6-4.13 et. seq.  This includes 

background checks and fingerprinting for those employees listed below: (All appointments are 

contingent upon receipt of proper teaching certification and the satisfaction of all requirements 

set forth in P.L. 2018, c.5. All salary placements are pending receipt of college transcripts 

verifying degree status and letter stating years of service in other districts, *denotes mentoring 

required.)  
  
RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following:  
  

 Appointments, Transfers  

 

Code  Name  Action  Position  Deg  /Step  
  

Salary/ Hrly. Rate  Location  Date Effective  Date Term.  Discussion  

1.  

Renna, 

Sarah Approve 

Long Term 

Substitute  N/A $165 per day 

Franklin 

School TBD 6/30/21 

Acct#: 11-105-100-101-

04 

 

MOTION:  Mrs. Miller SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi VOTE:  9-0 

X. FINANCE 

1. Approval of the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan – 2020/2021 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of 

Education approve the Comprehensive maintenance Plan for the 2020/2021 school year as 

shown in Tab X.1 

 

2. Approval for Professional Development Expenditure 

 

Approve payment to Creed Strategies to provide three (3) two-hour training sessions to 

administrators and teachers during the November 3, 2020 district professional day. 

11-000-223-320-11 - $7,500.00 

 

MOTION:  Mrs. Miller SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg VOTE:  9-0 

XI.     BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
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XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Bill Price, 2206 Orchard Drive, asked if there were any updates on the naming of the Press Box.  

Mr. Chapman explained that Board is working through the process but with everything else going 

on in the district, this is currently falling on the back burner, but the board will still discuss.   

 

XIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Boyle thanked the veterans across the United States and thanked the American Legion for 

their Veteran’s Day Program.  She asked for the resolution regarding the coach’s contract that she 

shared with Dr. Tansey Lishak, Ms. Malyska, and Mr. Chapman to please be added to next 

week’s agenda.  She said that the Board did discuss the press box and she said that she hopes that 

putting it out to the public for nominations is forthcoming.  Mrs. Boyle said that she has been 

asking for a report on the referendum projects for two years and asked if that will be coming 

soon.  Mr. Chapman said that is was provided earlier this year.  Mr. Benanti said that once the 

audit is filed, we will have the most up to date figures as well.  He also said that he will forward 

her the most recent numbers. 

 

Mrs. Boyle congratulated the students on their perfect SAT scores.  She sent her condolences to 

Christy Bierdron, who is a member of NJSBA, on the passing of her husband Mark Bierdron who 

was a member of the State Board of Education.  Mrs. Boyle also sent her condolences to the 

Bartfalvi family on the passing of Stefanie Bartfalvi’s mother, as well as to all our residents who 

lost loved ones over the past year, whether due to COVID, or other issues. 

 

Mr. Chapman told Mrs. Boyle that they will address her e-mail about the resolution to be added 

for next week.  He apologized for missing that e-mail as it came from her personal account. 

 

Mrs. Miller recognized our veterans and thanked them for their service. She also welcomed the 

new Commissioner of Education, Angelica Allen-McMillan, discussed her background and how 

she pledges to address pandemic learning laws.  

 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select one 

or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive government 

funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual 

privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5. a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or 

violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client 

privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected 

request an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 



 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

            November 11, 2020 

5 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mrs. Miller VOTE:  9-0 

XV. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on November 18, 2020, as may have 

been modified, is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mrs. Miller VOTE:  9-0 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 With no further business of the Board, there was a motion to adjourn at 7:05 p.m. 

  

MOTION:  Mrs. Miller SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi VOTE:  9-0 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


